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November 7" — Vets Night

November 26™ - Thanksgiving
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November 14" — Lutefisk Dinner

November 2009
Weather Alert
During our unpredictable winter
weather, please remember that, if
the North Kitsap Schools are
closed, the Sons of Norway Lodge
#44 will also be closed. If the lodge
is rented, those events will still take
place if the guests so desire

President’s Message

November is here and we have a busy month ahead of us. Special
events this month include Vet’s Night, Lodge Elections, and our
Lutefisk Dinner.

Veteran’s Appreciation Night is Saturday, November 7. This very
special event offers an opportunity for all of us to thank our veterans,
past and present, for their service. Please come down and honor these
men and women whose sacrifice helps secure the promise of freedom
for all of us.

Your nominating committee has completed their work and the
proposed slate of officers for 2010 is listed elsewhere in this Méken.
I appreciate their efforts and am pleased to see that there are several
new members nominated to serve on the board next year. The
election will be held at our meeting on November 10, and
nominations will also be accepted from the floor at that time. Please
come to the meeting to participate and vote. Our program that night
will feature a visit from our Sons of Norway Foundation Director,
Cindy Olson.

Ya sure ya betcha! Our annual Lutefisk dinner will be held on
Saturday, November 14. This perennial favorite offers a taste of
several Norwegian delicacies in addition to the “fisk”. Don’t miss the
opportunity to celebrate our heritage! Your Vice President, Fred
Weatherford, is coordinating this event and could always use some
more volunteers, so give him a call if you can spare a few hours that
day.

Finally, on Sunday, November 29, we will be decorating the lodge for
the holiday season. The lodge always looks so nice with the greenery
and lighting throughout. Please come down and help out. The
camaraderie is wonderful, and food and drinks will be provided.

Have a wonderful November and a great Thanksgiving. See you
around the lodge...

Ha det bra!

Skip

Lodge office number:  360-779-5209
Lodge Fax number: 360-779-5223
Trolls Den number:  360-779-2384

POULSBO SONS OF NORWAY
LODGE #2-44
October 2009 Lodge Meeting Highlights

®  The program was a presentation by Jeff and
Denise Bauman of their recent trip to Iceland.

®  Treasurer’s report indicates the lodge is finally in
the black for the year.

=  The Silent Auction for the scholarship fund will
be available at many events until Julefest in
December.

®  New members Julie Katana, Evie Schwerin and
Blake Holmes were present and approved for
membership. Also, Thomas Bush rejoined.

®  The SON Oslo scholarship will now be available
to students at the two North Kitsap School District
high schools as well as SON members.

®  Wade Moncrief, Sports Director, reported the
Dungeness Spit hike scheduled for October was
cancelled due to incompatible low tides.

®  Applications are being accepted to be the Queen
and Princess for the lodge for the coming year.

®  The Ladies Club Rummage Sale made $900.

® A decision was made to immediately begin
collecting damage deposits when renting out the
lodge facilities.

®  There will be a college funding workshop on
November 19®.

= The Trolls Den will now be open every Sunday.

= $100 was donated to Ski for Light.

Who Wants to be Father Christmas?

The Historical Downtown Poulsbo Association
(HDPA) is looking for volunteers to be Father
Christmas for five hours every Saturday in December.
The compensation for playing this important role will
be $50 per day. If you are interested, please contact
Bridget McCarthy at The Eagle’s Nest, 360-779-7181.
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To Help with Tuesday Night Dinners please call Dorothy Walsh @ 360-779-5188. More Crews/Volunteers are needed for Friday Night
Dinners, contact Barbara Mitchusson at barbaraj@comcast.net or 360-779-4553.
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MEMBER COMMENTS

From the Desk of Your Editor:

What an absolutely gorgeous fall we are having!! The vibrant colors of the turning leaves are truly magnificent. It makes us
thankful we have so many different kinds of trees around us. Speaking of being thankful-—guess what time it is. It’s time to take
a moment to reflect on 2009 and think of all your blessings. Do you ever sit down, alone or as a family, to make a list of
everything you are thankful for? Ah, the dreaded list. Members of my family cut their eyes and wrinkle their faces when they
hear me talking about a list—apparently getting at the turkey with all the special dishes while everything is good and hot is much
more important than sharing at the table. They are all good natured and patient, though, and indulge me. (I’m thankful to them
that they allow me to create these family memories!) One thing my family is particularly thankful for is that on “special
occasions” I dig out the singing grace. Mind you, they all grumble and make negative comments, but I just know they really enjoy
singing to the Edelweiss tune!! It’s a tradition! Most lists usually start with the obvious: good health, warm and loving families,
good friends, laughter, sunny days, rainy afternoons, windy nights, loyal pets, good books, etc. From there the lists can become
quite creative. So, here’s your homework. Sit quietly for a few moments, reflect, conjure up pictures in your mind and verbalize
what you are thankful for this Thanksgiving 2009. Happy Thanksgiving everyone—enjoy your turkey!--------------- and thanks
for all the good thoughts!

Answer to last month’s question: The actress was Greer Garson, the year was 1942, and she won her Oscar for her starring role
in Mrs. Miniver.

Life is a great big canvas; throw all the paint on it you can!
Danny Kaye

Lodge Officers for 2009: The following is the slate of officers elected to lead your lodge during 2009. If you have questions or
concerns about your lodge or would like to volunteer in some area, please contact Vicky in the office or feel free to contact any of
these officers:

President — Skip Walsh Vice President — Fred Weatherford Sports Director — Wade Moncrief
Counselor — Barb Mitchusson Cultural Director — Grace OverbySocial Director — Heidi King

Foundation Director — Phil Swenson Secretary — Denise Bauman Historian — Dorothy Walsh

Asst Secretary — Julie Swenson Publicity Director — Darlene Burke Financial Sec — Michele Burk
Editor —Sherry White Youth Director — Joanne Graves Treasurer — Kathy Moncrief

Musician — Jan Peterson & Bonnie Schroeder Trustee — Vern Herrick*

Trustee — Shirl Nadeau * Trustee — Myrtle Jodry Greeter #1 — Nancy Korsak

Greeter #2 — Kristin Holt Auditor — Phil Swenson* Auditor — Tony Smallbeck

Auditor — Bill Arness* Marshall — Robert Kodalen Asst Marshall — Donna Rice

* elected in previous years

CHANGE

It seems that, as things change over time, they have a tendency to stay the same. We have just experienced one of the biggest
financial meltdowns in history. Only the Great Depression beats it. Those that have 401ks, IRAs, brokerage accounts DON’T want
to open their statements when they receive them. Most have suffered great losses; some up to 60%. It may take years to get back
up to pre-2008 levels, but even if we do get back, we have lost value due to inflation and taxes. Now comes the good part. To help
us recover we are hearing the same old statements before 2008; MAX OUT your 401ks, IRAs and get back in the market because
we won’t see prices this low for a long time. Folks, your 401ks and IRAs are for retirement and the funds should be put into
guaranteed instruments. Most folks will still follow Wall Street and keep putting their money into SECURITIES. The word
securities means; stocks, mutual funds, bonds, etc. When you think of the word SECURITIES you think of safe, growth and no
risk. This is one of those oxymorons where the opposite can happen as to what we are led to believe. The year 2008 proved that
the opposite can and will happen. Retirement funds should be in safe guaranteed instruments. These would be annuities and
permanent life insurance policies. In my opinion, we haven’t seen the bottom of this financial disaster and what I have read, we
won’t see employment pick up until 2013 or later. My advice; keep your funds on the side, either in CDs or savings accounts until
there is definite growth in the economy.

I’m still waiting to see who will join me in the NIFTY FIFTY club.

On November 19", 2009, at 7PM at the Sons of Norway lodge I will be putting on a Free College Funding Workshop. “How to get
all your kids through college without going broke”. Reservations are required. Call 24hrs / day: Local 1-360-779-5209, Toll Free
1-866-648-8889.

Ralph M. Naddeo
Financial Benefits Counselor.
1-866-648-8889, e-mail tipperl3(@comcast.net
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A OR THE GOOD
{.OF THE ORDER

Leikarringen

Upcoming performances:  The Leikarringen
Dancers have a busy schedule this autumn.
Dancers will be performing and serving at the
Lutefisk dinner. The following Saturday, they
will be dancing at the Ballard Nordic Heritage
Museum Julfest. Don't miss the Lucia party
December 7th. On Monday, December 28th the
Leikarringen will be hosting a family potluck
and folk dance. For more information about
our youth folk dance program contact Joanne
Graves at 297-2186, Reminder: There will
be no dance classes after December 7™ until
we resume in January 2010.

Nordic Needleworkers

Instruction in Hardanger embroidery and help
in other handwork is available Fridays from
noon to 2:00 p.m. in the Viking Room. For
more information, call Grace at 360-779-2460
or 360-550-6049.

Woodcarving/Rosemaling

Ongoing support continues on Thursdays from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Norse Room. Ken Green
is available for questions about the program at
360-697-2835. Rosemaling support is now
available. Call Ken for additional information
on that too. No classes on Thanksgiving.

Ladies Club News

The Ladies enjoyed a wonderful luncheon in
October when we hosted the Bremerton Lodge
Ladies. Doug Stuart prepared a delicious roast
pork meal and many of our ladies helped set up,
serve and clean up. Liv Henke made charming
needlepoint match box covers as gifts for our
guests. Darlene Burke arranged to have The
Boot Scootin’ Grannies give us a wonderful
program. For our November 5™ meeting,
Darlene has planned to have Maureen Lander,
who will give pointers on how to write your
own personal history. Priscilla Callaham will
be collecting our $5 dues at this meeting. If you
are unable to attend, please send your dues to
the Lodge.

And, Ladies, be sure to get your recipes and
baking pans out! We will need to have lots of
goodies, sweet breads and such, for the
December 5" Christmas Bazaar. Handcrafted
items are also needed. For information, call
Barb Mitchusson at 779-4553.

Library

The library is open from 5 to 7. It is also open
before and after lodge meetings. For further
information, call Grace Overby at 360-779-
2460.

Book Discussion

The women’s book discussion meets on the third
Tuesdays at 7 pm. For location and further
information, call Torbjorg Nilsen 360-779-9826.
Read a chosen book by Scandinavian authors
with lively discussions to follow. The
November book is “Italian Shoes” by Henning
Mankel.

Norwegian Language Classes

See monthly calendar for ongoing schedules and
call Stan for information at 360-779-2460. Note
on the calendar, there will be no classes on the
Thursday of Thanksgiving.

Vestre Sund Mannskor

Enjoy Norwegian heritage in song at meetings
on Thursdays from 7:30 pm to 9 pm. Men who
enjoy singing are invited to join the group. If
interested, call Bob Ellerby at 360-598-4831.
You can also find more information at:

http://www.pcnsa.org/LocalGroups/Poulsbo.ht

There will be no practice on Thanksgiving.

Folk Dancing

Dance evenings usually start with easier dances
from Scandinavia with thorough instruction in
basic steps. The class emphasizes traditional
dancing as it was done in villages in the 19" and
early 20™ centuries but also figure dances
popular in the ballrooms of the same period.
Beginners are always welcome. Partners are not
necessary. For additional information, call Fred
(206-780-8036) or Stan (360-779-2460). There
will be a dance party on November 16™ with live
music and potluck snacks.

Tree of Giving

Look for our annual “Tree of Giving” in the
Trolls Den beginning Nov. 20®. The names are
selected by Martha & Mary for several of their
residents along with gift ideas. When selecting a
name off the tree, please: 1) Remove the tag; 2)
Write your name next to the number on the list;
3) Return the wrapped gift to the Trolls Den by
December 11" with the person’s name on the
tag. Any questions, call Jan Saenz at 697-2795
or 434-7798.

Lodge Meetings and Tusen Takk

A special tusen takk to Denise and Jeff Bauman
for the very interesting program they provided at
our October meeting on their trip to Iceland. At
our November lodge meeting, Cindy Olson will
tell us about the Sons of Norway Foundation.
The November lodge meeting is important
because we will be electing our board for 2010.
If you would like to serve, there are still
vacancies. Nominations will be taken from the
floor as well as acting on the list provided by the
nominating committee. Attend the meeting and
be an important part of your lodge!

2009 Sons of Norway Lodge
Calendar of Events

Nov 7 Vet’s Night (music)

10 Lodge Meeting — Election of Officers
for 2010
14 Lutefisk Dinner
29 Lodge Christmas Decorating Day

Dec 5 Bazaar and Julefest

7 Lodge Children’s Christmas Party
10 Ladies Club Christmas Party

13 SHARENET Auction

18 Lodge Christmas Party (music)
28 Leikarringen Family Potluck

31 New Year’s Eve Party (music)

November 2009
Lutefisk Dinner Schedule

Nov 1, 11:30-4 pm, Bremerton Oslo Lodge,
adults $20 and children $5.

Nov 7, noon-5 pm, Christ the King Lutheran in
Sumner, adults $18 and children $8.

Nov 8, 4 sittings at noon, 2, 4 and 6 pm, Grieg
Lodge in Portland, adults $20 and children $10.
Reservations.

Nov 14, noon to 5 pm, Poulsbo SON, adults $20
and children $10.

Nov 16, 6 pm, Seattle’s Norwegian Male Chorus
lutefisk dinner, Leif Erikson Hall, RSVP $20
tickets by calling 206-783-1274.

Nov 21, 2 sittings at 4 pm and 7 pm,
Anchorage Bernt Balchen Lodge, Adults $20
(non-members $25), ages 12-16 $10, ages 5-11
$4, under that free, Reservations.

Nov 22, 3 sittings at 2, 4 and 6, Grays Harbor
lodge. Reservations.

International & District 2 News

Dan Rude, International Sons of Norway
President, will be visiting Leif Erikson Lodge 2-
001 on November 14", Time will probably be
around 3 pm. He will be addressing the concern
of dwindling membership in the SON. On May
20, 2010, in Everett during the lodge convention
there will be a dinner and celebration of District
2’s 100™ anniversary. All past District 2 officers
and committee members will be invited to attend
this event. Tickets will be for sale individually
in 2010 so watch for more information. Put it on
your calendars! The convention is scheduled
from May 19" to the 22™ and will be hosted by
Normanna Lodge.

Recently the District 2 Board made some
changes to positions. Roberta K. Morrow is now
the Foundation/Cultural Director and Regina
Agerter is the new Social/Publicity Director. If
you have photos to submit to be considered for
the Viking, they should be sent to Regina at

reginaagerter@peak.org.

Keep away from people who try to belittle your
ambitions. Small people always do that but the
really great make you feel that you, too, can
become great. Mark Twain
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Our Vikings
Need You

The Sons of Norway
Lodge #44 Vikings are still looking for new
members who are interested in being one of the
hits of the Viking Fest parade and other Poulsbo
events. You’ll enjoy potluck meetings, parades,
and a special camaraderie. Chris Whitley, 360-
692-2874, has the info if you are interested in
joining or you can attend their next meeting on
November 5" downstairs by the Trolls Den for
the potluck at 7:00 pm and meeting at 7:30 pm.

SON Elections

The following slate of officers will be voted on
at the November 10™ meeting and nominations
will also be accepted from the floor:

President: Skip Walsh

Vice President: Fred Weatherford
Secretary: Barb Mitchusson
Treasurer: Priscilla Callaham
Counselor: No Nominee

Financial Secretary: No Nominee
Assist. Secretary; Julie Swenson

Social Director;  Heidi King
Cultural Director: Grace Overby
Youth Director:  Joanne Graves
Sports Director: ~ Dan O’Connell
Publicity: Rhonda Mitchusson
Foundation Director: Phil Swenson
Auditor: Bill Arness

Trustee: Vern Herrick
Historian: Kristin Holt
Marshall: Rob Kodalen

Assistant Marshall: Donna Rice

Greeter 1: Bob Schulte
Greeter 2: Nancy Korsak
Musician: Bonnie Schroeder
Assistant Musician:Jan Peterson
Editor: Sherry White
Bldg Assoc Pres:  Bob Loveland

(2 positions open on Building Association)

Advent Season Begins

November 30" is the beginning of the holy
season in Norway. The advent wreath with four
candles is traditional in homes. On the first
Sunday of Advent, one candle is lit, on the
second Sunday two candles, until the fourth
Sunday when all candles are lit. No other
season of the year holds such high expectations
and promises of joy in Norway!

Question for the Month: The Olympic torch
has been lit and is starting towards Whistler
from Greece. What is the name of the
mascot chosen for the 2010 Olympics in
Canada?

Get Ready for Julefest!

December 5" from 4:00 to 6:00 pm we will
celebrate Julefest. Miss Poulsbo will be lighting
the waterfront Christmas tree. The Vestre Sund
Mannskor will perform and there will be dancing
around the Norwegian-style Christmas tree.
There will be holiday music by a small group
from the NK High School band and a small
group from the NK High School Choir as well.
Lucia will, of course, arrive by boat and there
will be a processional to the pavilion stage led
by the Sons of Norway Vikings with torches. At
the bonfire you’ll hear the Midsummer
Proclamation and it will all be capped off with
the arrival of Santa and the Juleneks/Julebakk.
(Juleneks will be for sale at the Bazaar.)

Trolls Den Update& Social News

Bar Stool Bingo is being discontinued until
further notice. There are, however, many
other activities planned for Trolls Den patrons,
like wii bowling, so come on down and join in
the fun!

Comfort Food Sundays. During the colder
winter months we are going to have Comfort
Food Sundays from 4:00 to 6:00 pm. There will
be a sign-up sheet in the Trolls Den for anyone
who wants to come and cook their favorite
comfort food for the gang. If you’d like to
volunteer to help, contact Heidi at 360-204-
1110.

Seahawks Games: We are now in the
Seahawks season is now going strong. Come on
down to the Trolls Den and support the team.
Check with Vicky in the office or with Doug in
the Trolls Den for scheduled fun. See you all
there!! See the calendar for the November
schedule.

Thinking Ahead: Mark your calendars to join
fellow members on New Year’s Eve in the Trolls
Den. Dinner will be a Steamship Leg of Pork
and there will be live music. Tickets for the
dinner will be $15. Watch the Trolls Den and
Maken for more information.

NOTE: If not enough tickets are sold to cover
the cost of the food and the music, the New
Year’s Eve party will have to be cancelled!

Scholarship Silent Auction

The portable silent auction for the scholarship
fund will be seen at lodge functions in October
and November. The silent auction will end at
the Bazaar. Additional contributions for the
silent auction are always welcome. If you wish
to augment the auction, please call Grace,
Joanne, Phil, or Patty. Julie & Phil Swenson
have donated a rosemaled tray by Marilyn
Hansen and the proceeds will go to the
Foundation.

Children's Lucia party - December
7th, 6:00pm - Everyone Invited!

If you have never been to the Lucia party you
have missed a wonderful Poulsbo tradition. Each
of our youth dance classes performs a couple of
dances, wearing traditional costumes. As the last
dancers leave the stage, the lights are turned
down, a hush falls on the room, all eyes turn to
watch for the Lucia Bride and her escorts. The
high school dancers, girls in white dresses, hair
down long, carrying candles, come into the room
singing "Sankta Lucia". The Lucia bride with
real candles in her crown comes in last, carrying
a tray with candles. The high school dancers,
who are also pretty good singers, favor the
audience with several traditional Scandinavian
Christmas songs before processing out.
As the lights come up, everyone is invited to
dance around the Christmas tree. Norwegian and
Swedish Christmas dances are enjoyed by young
and old alike. As people retire from the dance
floor, refreshments are served. The tables groan
with sweets and savories provided by the
Leikarringen families. Bring the children and the
grandchildren, a plate of cookies to share, and
join us Monday, December 7th at 6:00pm, in the
Marine Room for a traditional Scandinavian
Lucia Celebration.

Thank You, Dahlquist Jewelers!

Once again Dahlquist Jewelers has donated the
crown for our Lodge Queen. Be sure and stop by
and thank them for their donation and keep them
in mind as you are doing your Holiday shopping.

Our Lodge Queen will be crowned at the
November meeting. The royalty will be selected
from the applications received no later than
November 2™, It would be great to have a huge
turnout at the meeting to congratulate the winner.
Our lodge royalty is selected based on their
service to the lodge. If you have daughters or
granddaughters that would like to be our Poulsbo
Sons of Norway Queen, make sure and bring
them to lodge activities and encourage them to
volunteer!

Reminder

Vets Night is scheduled for November 7" from
5:00 to 11:00 pm in the Marine Room. The
program will begin at 7:00 pm and should last
about an hour. All vets wearing their uniforms,
or any part of their uniform, will get in free.
Non-vets will pay $5. Mike Paterson will be
manning the cantina so you can bet the food will
be terrific! Guess speaker for the evening will be
our own Maryann Harris. Come on down on
Saturday to honor all those who served our
country and to have a really good time!!
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